
In
Ul'ID

Y

reply refer to

DEPARIl,iIll'iT 0I' STATE
|{ASHIi'lGT0l'T

JATruARY 5, L953

My dear Mr. Seeretary:

The Department has given con$ideration to the pz"oposal,outlined.
ia yotr:r letter of December IS, L95?. to amend 'blie language of llxecu-
tivl Orcler I040E 'io provitle that the area in the Tbust Territory of
the Pacific Islancls to be transferred from the Department of the
Interior to the Departr,rent of the l{arry shall include the entire Northern
Marianas District if tfre lrust it'erri.tory ratllor than only ihe islands
of Saipan ancl Tlnian as is presently provitled by the tlxecutive Order.
the Dcpartroent notes that tL:Ls proposal ls recornmended by tire High
Comnis,iioner of tho 'Irust Terrilory ancl the Conmande:: in Chief , U. S.

Paeific F-l-eet.

In vj-c;w of the d.ecision rccorded irr Executj-ve 0rder 10/+08 to
trilnsfcr the a,Lministration of Srtipan and Tinian to the Depeirtrnent of
the Nalry a,1d" -i;he problerns, as outlined ir: you' lettcr, r^rhich 

"rouldresult if tnu renrairring islands of the Northern lularianas Dlstriet are

separately ad.m5.rris"tered, the Department concr-lrs in the proposal ou-i-

lined in your' l';tt-'r'

I am sending copies of this lott.:r to the secretary of the
Interlor aud the Secrctary of Defcnse.

Sincercly yours,

tr'ov' the SccrctarY of Statel

/s/ sonn D. Hir.ckerson
John D. Hickorson

Assistant SeeretarY

Honorabl-e
Dan A. Kirnball

liecretary of the l{avy
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L/,tt/r3 ... Felke-r'


